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Supplementary Figure S1 - Risk of bias assessment by JBI Critical Appraisal Checklist 
for Case Series. Legend: Y = Yes, N = No, U = Unclear, NA = Not applicable 
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Supplementary Table S1 - Search strategy

Database Search strategy Hits + update

MEDLINE 
(via Pubmed)

Population:
#1 (Brucellosis[MeSH Terms]) OR (Brucellosis) OR (Brucelloses) OR (Malta Fever) OR 
(Fever, Malta) OR (Gibraltar Fever) OR (Fever, Gibraltar) OR (Rock Fever) OR (Fever, Rock) 
OR (Cyprus Fever) OR (Fever, Cyprus) OR (Brucella Infection) OR (Brucella Infections) OR 
(Infection, Brucella) OR (Undulant Fever) OR (Fever, Undulant) OR (Brucella abortus) OR 
(Brucella canis) OR (Brucella melitensis) OR (Brucella ovis) OR (Brucella suis)
Population:
#2 "pregnan*"[All Fields]

492

Intervention:
#3 (therapeutics[MeSH Terms] OR antibacterial agents[MeSH Terms]) OR (antibiotics[MeSH 
Terms]) OR  (Therapeutics) OR (Therapeutic) OR (Therapy) OR (Therapies) OR (Treatment) 
OR (Treatments) OR (Anti-Bacterial Agents) OR (Agents, Anti-Bacterial) OR (Anti Bacterial 
Agents) OR (Antibacterial Agents) OR (Agents, Antibacterial) OR (Antibacterial Agent) OR 
(Agent, Antibacterial) OR (Anti-Bacterial Compounds) OR (Anti Bacterial Compounds) OR 
(Compounds, Anti-Bacterial) OR (Anti-Bacterial Agent) OR (Agent, Anti-Bacterial) OR (Anti 
Bacterial Agent) OR (Anti-Bacterial Compound) OR (Anti Bacterial Compound) OR (Compound, 
Anti-Bacterial) OR (Bacteriocidal Agents) OR (Agents, Bacteriocidal) OR (Bacteriocidal Agent) 
OR (Agent, Bacteriocidal) OR (Bacteriocide) OR (Bacteriocides) OR (Anti-Mycobacterial Agents) 
OR (Agents, Anti-Mycobacterial) OR (Anti Mycobacterial Agents) OR (Anti-Mycobacterial Agent) 
OR (Agent, Anti-Mycobacterial) OR (Anti Mycobacterial Agent) OR (Antimycobacterial Agent) 
OR (Agent, Antimycobacterial) OR (Antimycobacterial Agents) OR (Agents, Antimycobacterial) 
OR (Antibiotics) OR (Antibiotic)

#4   #1 AND #2 AND #3

EMBASE

Population:
#1   (‘brucellosis’/exp OR ‘brucella infection’ OR ‘brucella melitensis infection’ OR ‘malta fever’ 
OR ‘mediterranean fever (brucellosis)’ OR ‘brucellosis’ OR ‘infection by brucella’ OR ‘infection 
by brucella melitensis’ OR ‘infection due to brucella’ OR ‘infection due to brucella melitensis’ OR 
‘melitococcosis’ OR ‘undulant fever’ OR ‘brucella’/exp OR ‘brucella’ OR ‘brucella contamination’ 
OR ‘brucella abortus’/exp OR ‘brucella abortus’ OR ‘bacterium abortus’ OR ‘brucella abortus 
bang bacteria’ OR ‘brucella abortus sensitivity’ OR ‘brucella canis’/exp OR ‘brucella melitensis’/
exp OR ‘brucella melitensis’ OR ‘micrococcus melitensis’ OR ‘brucella ovis’/exp OR ‘brucella 
ovis’ OR ‘brucella suis’/exp OR ‘brucella melitensis biovar suis’ OR ‘brucella melitensisbv. suis’ 
OR ‘brucella suis’)
Population:
#2 pregnan*
Intervention:
#3    ' therapy'  OR  'combination therapy'  OR  'disease therapy'  OR  'disease 
treatment' OR 'diseases treatment' OR 'disorder treatment' OR 'disorders treatment' OR 'efficacy, 
therapeutic' OR 'illness treatment' OR 'medical therapy' OR 'medical treatment' OR 'multiple 
therapy'  OR  'polytherapy'  OR  'somatotherapy'  OR  'therapeutic action'  OR  'therapeutic 
efficacy'  OR  'therapeutic trial'  OR  'therapeutic trials'  OR  'therapeutics'  OR  'therapy, 
medical' OR 'treatment effectiveness' OR 'treatment efficacy' OR 'treatment, medical'

189

#4   #1 AND #2 AND #3 AND [embase]/lim
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Database Search strategy Hits + update

Cochrane Library

 Population:  
#1 MeSH descriptor: [Brucellosis] explode all trees
Population:  
#2 ‘brucellosis’ OR ‘brucella infection’ OR ‘brucella melitensis infection’ OR ‘malta fever’ OR 
‘mediterranean fever (brucellosis)’ OR ‘brucellosis’ OR ‘infection by brucella’ OR ‘infection by 
brucella melitensis’ OR ‘infection due to brucella’ OR ‘infection due to brucella melitensis’ OR 
‘melitococcosis’ OR ‘undulant fever’ OR ‘brucella’ OR ‘brucella abortus’ OR ‘brucella abortus’ 
OR ‘bacterium abortus’ OR ‘brucella abortus bang bacteria’ OR ‘brucella abortus sensitivity’ OR 
‘brucella melitensis’ OR ‘brucella canis’ OR ‘brucella canis’ OR ‘brucella canidis’ OR ‘brucella 
ovis’ OR ‘brucella ovis’ OR ‘brucella suis’ OR ‘brucella melitensis biovar suis’ OR ‘brucella 
melitensisbv. suis’ OR ‘brucella suis’’brucellosis’ OR ‘brucella infection’ OR ‘brucella melitensis 
infection’ OR ‘malta fever’ OR ‘mediterranean fever (brucellosis)’ OR ‘brucellosis’ OR ‘infection 
by brucella’ OR ‘infection by brucella melitensis’ OR ‘infection due to brucella’ OR ‘infection 
due to brucella melitensis’ OR ‘melitococcosis’ OR ‘undulant fever’ OR ‘brucella’ OR ‘brucella 
abortus’ OR ‘brucella abortus’ OR ‘bacterium abortus’ OR ‘brucella abortus bang bacteria’ OR 
‘brucella abortus sensitivity’ OR ‘brucella melitensis’ OR ‘brucella canis’ OR ‘brucella canis’ OR 
‘brucella canidis’ OR ‘brucella ovis’ OR ‘brucella ovis’ OR ‘brucella suis’ OR ‘brucella melitensis 
biovar suis’ OR ‘brucella melitensisbv. suis’ OR ‘brucella suis’):ti,ab,kw 
Population:  
#3 (pregnan*):ti,ab,kw
Intervention:
#4 (((‘therapy’ OR ‘combination therapy’ OR ‘disease therapy’ OR ‘disease treatment’ OR 
‘diseases treatment’ OR ‘disorder treatment’ OR ‘disorders treatment’ OR ‘efficacy, therapeutic’ 
OR ‘illness treatment’ OR ‘medical therapy’ OR ‘medical treatment’ OR ‘multiple therapy’ 
OR ‘polytherapy’ OR ‘somatotherapy’ OR ‘therapeutic action’ OR ‘therapeutic efficacy’ OR 
‘therapeutic trial’ OR ‘therapeutic trials’ OR ‘therapeutics’ OR ‘therapy, medical’ OR ‘treatment 
effectiveness’ OR ‘treatment efficacy’ OR ‘treatment, medical’)) 
#5 (#1 OR #2) AND #3 AND #4

27

BVS

Population
#1 ((((mh:(brucelose)) OR (brucelose) OR (mh:(brucellosis)) OR (brucellosis) OR 
(mh:(brucelosis)) OR (brucelosis) OR (febre ondulante) OR (febre de malta) OR (infecçãopor 
brucella) OR (mh:(brucella)) OR (brucella) OR (mh:(brucella abortus)) OR (brucella abortus) 
OR (bacterium abortus) OR (mh:(brucella canis )) OR (brucella canis ) OR (mh:(brucella 
melitensis )) OR (brucella melitensis ) OR (micrococcus melitensis) OR (mh:(brucella ovis)) 
OR (brucella ovis) OR (mh:(brucella suis)) OR (brucella suis)) )) 
Population
#2 (pregnan*) 
Intervention:
#3 ((((therapeutics OR therapeutic OR therapy OR therapies OR treatment OR treatments OR 
(anti-bacterial agents) OR (agents, anti-bacterial) OR (anti bacterial agents) OR (antibacterial 
agents) OR (agents, antibacterial) OR (antibacterial agent) OR (agent, antibacterial) OR (anti-
bacterial compounds) OR (anti bacterial compounds) OR (compounds, anti-bacterial) OR (anti-
bacterial agent) OR (agent, anti-bacterial) OR (anti bacterial agent) OR (anti-bacterial compound) 
OR (anti bacterial compound) OR (compound, anti-bacterial) OR (bacteriocidal agents) OR 
(agents, bacteriocidal) OR (bacteriocidal agent) OR (agent, bacteriocidal) OR (bacteriocide) 
OR (bacteriocides) OR (anti-mycobacterial agents) OR (agents, anti-mycobacterial) OR (anti 
mycobacterial agents) OR (anti-mycobacterial agent) OR (agent, anti-mycobacterial) OR 
(anti mycobacterial agent) OR (antimycobacterial agent) OR (agent, antimycobacterial) OR 
(antimycobacterial agents) OR (agents, antimycobacterial) OR (antibiotics) OR (antibiotic))) ))
Bases available after removing MEDLINE from the VHL filter:
#4 (db:(“LILACS” OR “BINACIS” OR “IBECS”))
#5 #1 AND #2 AND #3 AND #4

29

Total 737

Search carried out on  December 12, 2023, updated on September 15, 2025.

Supplementary Table S1 - Search strategy (cont.)
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Supplementary Table S2 - Studies excluded after full text reading

Author Year Title Reason for exclusion

Dunn 2025 Brucellosis in pregnancy: a case report. Less than 5 participants

Liu 2025
Intrauterine fetal death due to Brucella 
melitensis infection: a case report and 

literature review.
Less than 5 participants

Rastegar 2025
Brucellosis (Malta Fever) in Pregnancy 

and Childbirth: A Case Report
Less than 5 participants

Elizalde-Bielsa 2024
Epidemiological, clinical, biochemical, and 

treatment characteristics of brucellosis 
cases in Turkey

Population (secondary manifestations 
of human brucellosis)

Poveda-Urkixo 2024
Brucella melitensis Rev1Δwzm: Placental 

pathogenesis studies and safety in 
pregnant ewes

Study design (in vitro study)

Glick 2016
Brucella melitensis (bm) bacteremia in 
hospitalized adult patients in southern 

Israel.
Language

Vilchez 2015
Brucellosis in pregnancy: clinical aspects 

and obstetric outcomes.
Outcome*

Al-Tawfiq 2013 Pregnancy associated brucellosis. Study design (literature review)

Gulsun 2011 Brucellosis in pregnancy. Population (Repeated participants)

Mohammad 2011
Maternal brucellosis and human 

pregnancy.
Outcome*

Bagirova 2008
The particularities of complex therapy of 

chronic brucellosis at pregnancy
Language

Garriguet 2000
Brucelosis y gestación - Brucelosis and 

pregnancy
Study design (literature review)

Oscherwitz 1995 Brucellar bacteremia in pregnancy. Less than 5 participants

Kelly 1987 Pregnancy and brucellosis. Less than 5 participants

Quentin 1983
Abortion consecutive to a salpingitis 

caused by Brucella melitensis biotype 1
Language

Tauchnitz 1979 Brucellosis therapy in pregnancy Language

Tauchnitz 1978 Treatment of brucellosis during pregnancy Language

Bechara 1978 Human brucellosis and abortion Study design (literature review)

Porreco 1974 Brucellosis in pregnancy Less than 5 participants

*The reason “outcome” indicates that the article did not address any of the outcomes of interest defined a priori for this systematic 
review.


